Analysis of disease trends shows that the environment is the primary determinant of the state of general health of any population.1 The improvement in health of the general population resulting from improved housing and good sanitation is well illustrated by the reduced mortality and morbidity associated with tuberculous disease that has occurred irrespective of the introduction of antituberculous chemotherapy. Certain patients remain high risk groups, such as those from the Indian subcontinent and those who reside in common lodging houses. The former are an easily identifiable population,2 the latter are less readily identifiable but are an equally high risk group. '4 
